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Figure 1. Map showing the survey points throughout Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Agrotera basinotata Hampson, 1891 (Figs 2A, 4A, 5A)
Agrotera basinotata Hampson, 1891:137. TL: India (Nilgiris).

Material examined. 13, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Watch
Tower, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16621); 13, INDIA, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Steel Bridge, 22-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party
(Reg. No. ZSI/ANRC/T-16622); 19, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere
Reserve, Watch Tower, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16620); 13, INDIA,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Bird watching Point, Great Nicobar
Biosphere Reserve, 14-X1-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16619).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 10 mm in males. Agrotera basionata is closely similar to Agrotera nemoralis (Scopoli,
1763) in external appearance but can be separated in the male genitalia by the undivided valva, V-
shaped saccus, triangularly pointed uncus and stout phallus narrowing distally, with broad apical
region with numerous spines.
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Distribution. Sri Lanka, India (Punjab, Assam, Meghalaya, Niligiri Hills, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Great Nicobar Island —Present Study), Burma, Thailand, Malaysia (West
Malaysia, Sabah, Indonesia), Taiwan, China, Japan, Australia (Chaovalit & Pinkaew, 2020; Reddy &
Murthy, 2021; Shaffer et al., 1996; Whitaker et al., 2017).

Remarks. This is the first record of Agrotera basinotata from the Nicobar group of Islands, a significant
range extension for this species within India. This finding underscores the need for continued
biodiversity surveys in this understudied region. Representative individuals of this species were
observed in traps placed in the primary forests of the Great Nicobar Islands.

Genus Bocchoris Moore, 1885
Bocchoris trimaculalis (Snellen, 1880) (Figs 2B, 4B, 5B)
Aediodes trimaculalis Snellen, 1880:232-233. TL: Indonesia, Sulawesi, Makassar.

Material examined. 13, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Islands, Chingam Basti,
09-X1-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and party; 13, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Islands,
Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Bird watching Point, 14-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party.

Diagnosis. Wingspan 14-16 mm. Bocchoris trimaculalis can be distinguished from other congeners by the
blackish ground colour of its wings, white tegulae, two white patches on each forewing (one each in the
medial and postmedial areas), and one white patch on the medial area of the hindwing. In the male
genitalia, the uncus is broad and rounded with a spinous apex, the harpe is sclerotized, the juxta is
shield-shaped, the sacculus is broad at the basal third, the saccus is V-shaped, and the aedeagus is
slender and lacks cornuti.

Distribution. India (Meghalaya, Assam, Great Nicobar Island —Present Study), Laos, Myanmar, Thailand,
Malaysia, Indonesia (Whitaker et al., 2017).

Remarks. Previous records of Bocchoris trimaculalis in India were confined to the northeastern states of
Meghalaya and Assam. This study significantly expands the known distribution of this species within
India by documenting its presence in the Great Nicobar Island for the first time. Representative
individuals of this species were observed in traps placed in the primary forests of the Great Nicobar
Islands.

Genus Botyodes Guenée, 1854
Botyodes asialis Guenée, 1854 (Figs 2C, 4C, 5C)

Botyodes asialis Guenée, 1854:321. TL: Central India; East India / Bangladesh; Nepal.
Botys chrysotalis Mabille, 1880:cviii-cix. TL: Madagascar.

Material examined. 13, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Watch
Tower, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16597); 1%, INDIA, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Watch Tower, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and party
(Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16598); 13, INDIA, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Galathea 42.7 km, Great
Nicobar, 18-XII-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-10799).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 45-50 mm. Externally similar to other congeners in foreground colour of forewing
and hindwing, but can be differentiated by prominent antemedial and postmedial irregular zig-zag
markings, broad brown marginal bands of hindwings. In male genitalia, uncus curved and elongated
with spines on the spatulated apex, valva oval-shaped, sclerotized costa, phallus with a robust spine-
shaped cornutus.

Distribution. Africa, Borneo, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, New Guinea,
Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Australia (Kirti & Rose, 1990;
Ko et al., 2019; Shaffer et al., 1996).

Remarks. Documented for the first time from Great Nicobar Island. Representative individuals of this
species were observed in traps placed in the primary forests of the Great Nicobar Islands.
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Figure 2. Adults of the pyraloid moths. A. Agrotera basinotata Hampson, 1891; B. Bocchoris trimaculalis
(Snellen, 1880); C. Botyodes asialis Guenée, 1854; D. Chabula trivitralis (Swinhoe, 1895); E. Cirrhochrista
bracteolalis Hampson, 1891; F. Conogethes pluto (Butler, 1887); G. Cotachena alysoni Whalley, 1961; H.
Daulia aurantialis Hampson, 1896; 1. Hemopsis dissipatalis (Lederer, 1863); J. Macaretaera hesperis Meyrick,
1886; K. Nosophora albiguttalis Swinhoe, 1890; L. Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866; M. Patania obfuscalis
Yamanaka, 1998; N. Pycnarmon cribrata (Fabricius, 1794); O. Ravanoa xiphialis (Walker, 1859).
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apophysis is double the size of the posterior apophysis, and the colliculum is lightly sclerotized. The
ductus bursae is narrow, corpus bursae is sac-shaped, short, broadly attached to the ductus bursae, and
lacks signa.

Distribution. Australia (Queensland), Fiji, India (Kerela, Assam, Meghalaya, Cherrapunji), Papua New
Guinea, Vietham (Hampson, 1896; de Joannis, 1930; Mathew & Menon, 1984; Gupta, 1994; Joshi et al.,
2021).

Remarks. The discovery of this monotypic genus in the Andaman Islands marks a significant range
extension, previously documented in India only from Northeast India and the state of Kerala. This new
record confirms its presence in the Indo-Myanmar region, highlighting the biogeographic connectivity
between these areas and the potential for further undiscovered diversity in the Andaman archipelago.
Representative individuals of this species were observed in traps placed in the secondary forest’s
margins.

Genus Nosophora Lederer, 1863
Nosophora albiguttalis Swinhoe, 1890 (Figs 2K, 4H, 5H)
Nosophora albiguttalis Swinhoe, 1890:273. TL: Burma (Mayanmar).

Material examined. 13, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Islands, Galathea 42.7 Km,
18-X1I-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC-T-10825); 1 spec., India, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Bird watching Point, 26-XII-2019, coll. B. Sumit
Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-10826); 13, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, North Andaman,
Bahadur Tikrey, 08-1-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-17109).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 34 mm. Nosophora albiguttalis closely resembles Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866
in external appearance but can be readily distinguished by the presence of a white lunular-shaped patch
at the end of the cell and the absence of discal spots on the hindwings. Further differentiation is evident
in the male genitalia, where Nosophora albiguttalis exhibits a broad uncus with setae and a flat apical tip, a
broad, nearly rectangular valva with a basally concave ventral margin, a broad juxta narrowed apically
with a U-shaped saccus, and a short, stout phallus equipped with three distinct sets of cornuti.

Distribution. Myanmar, China (Hongkong), India (Assam, Haryana, Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, West Bengal, Andaman and Nicobar Islands-Present Study), North Vietnam
(Caradja & Meyrick, 1933; Kendrick, 2002; Mathew, 2006).

Remarks. Documented for the first time from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Representative
individuals of this species were observed in traps placed in both primary forest’s margins and secondary
forest margins.

Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866 (Figs 2L, 41, 5I)
Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866:1483. TL: Indonesia.

Material examined. 233, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, North Andaman, Bahadur Tikrey, 08-I-
2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16085, T-16086); 2 spec., India, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, North Andaman, Bahadur Tikrey, Diglipur, 08-1-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg.
No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16087); 333, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, North Andaman, Chainpur, 17-X-
2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16088, T-16089, T-16090)

Diagnosis. Externally similar to Nosophora albiguttalis but can be differentiated by small rectangular
shaped whitish patch in cell followed by a large white lunular post medial patch from sub-costa to M3.
The male genitalia further differentiate this species, as it possesses an uncus with a noticeable
indentation, broad transtilla arms, and a narrow gnathos band. The vinculum and saccus are V-shaped,
while the valva is rectangular in form. Additionally, the phallus is characterized by a pair of curved
cornuti, which further aids in its identification.
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Distribution. Borneo, Australia (Hampson, 1896), India (Das et al., 2020; Gupta, 1994; Reddy & Murthy,
2021).

Remarks. Significantly expanding its known range, this species, previously documented only in
mainland India (Assam, Kerala, and West Bengal), has now been recorded for the first time in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (North Andaman and Great Nicobar). Representative individuals of this
species were observed in traps placed in secondary forest margins.

Genus Patania Moore, 1888
Patania obfuscalis (Yamanaka, 1998) (Figs 2M, 4], 5])
Pleuroptya obfuscalis Yamanaka, 1998:106. TL: Nepal, Bagmati.

Material examined. 12, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, North Andaman, Madhupur, 12-1-2019,
coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16601); 233, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Rangat, Multipurpose Agricultural Farm-Panchwati, 18-VI-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No.
7SI/ ANRC/T-17151, T-17152).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 26-30 mm. Patania obfuscalis is externally similar to Patania plagiatalis (Walker,
1859) but can be separated by orbicular brown patch at medial area connecting fuscous tornus of
forewing. In male genitalia by smoothly rounded uncus, ear-shaped valva with slightly produced costa
at 2/3rd with cluster of setae. Phallus short spine-shaped with apically produced spine, bunch of cornuti.
In female genitalia, corpus bursae globular, with a small orbicular signum.

Distribution. Nepal, China, India (Sikkim, Mizoram), Laos (Singh et al., 2022a; Xu & Du, 2016; Yamanaka,
1998).

Remarks. Externally, Patania obfuscalis can be distinguished from Patania iopasalis (Walker, 1859),
Patania clava Xu and Du, 2016, and Patania shompen Singh & Ahmad, 2022 by the shorter labial palpi. In
male genitalia, P. obfuscalis is distinct from all the three closely similar species by the middle of costa
slightly inflated and bearing a cluster of setae (Singh et al., 2022a). Representative individuals of this
species were observed in traps placed in lowland secondary forests and plantations on Andaman
group of Islands.

Genus Pycnarmon Lederer, 1863
Pycnarmon cribrata (Fabricius, 1794) (Fig. 2N)

Phalaena cribrata Fabricius, 1794:215. TL: India.
Spilomela caberalis Guenée, 1854:284. TL: Indonesia (Java).
Pycnarmon cribrata: Hampson, 1896:258.

Material examined. 1 spec., India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Watch Tower, Great Nicobar
Biosphere Reserve, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party.

Diagnosis. Wingspan 20-22 mm. Pycnarmon cribrata differs from congeners by spotted black costal
pattern, black dot on the centre of thorax with black spot on tegula, basal area with a black spot on the
inner margin of forewing, indistinct medial line black, apical area with a black patch on both wings.

Distribution. Australia, Congo, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Laos, Madagascar, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Zambia (Singh et al., 2022b).

Remarks. Recorded for the first time from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Genus Ravanoa Moore, 1885
Ravanoa xiphialis (Walker, 1859) (Figs 20, 6F)

Zebronia xiphilais Walker, 1859:483. TL: Sarawak, Borneo.
Zebronia bilineolalis Walker, 1866:1350. TL: Mysol.

Material examined. 12, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar
Biosphere Reserve, Watch Tower, 08-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party.
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Diagnosis. Wingspan 22 mm. Foreground colour white on both the wings, forewings with basally
broader black costal margin, antemedial and medial straight black bands, postmedial band inwardly
connected with the medial band, broad sub-terminal band, black terminal band on forewing. In
female genitalia, papillae anales small, anterior apophysis longer than the posterior pair, ductus
bursae short, antrum sclerotized, corpus bursae broad and elongated with small scobination of
signum.

Distribution. Burma, Borneo (Sarawak), Malaysia India (Kerela, Tripura), Sri Lanka (Singh et al., 2022b).

Remarks. Ravanoa, a genus represented by a single species, is now recorded for the first time on Great
Nicobar Island in the Nicobar archipelago. While previously documented in the Indian states of Kerala
and Tripura, this new finding expands the known range of the species to the Nicobar Islands.

Genus Tatobotys Butler, 1881
Tatobotys varanesalis (Walker, 1859) (Figs 3A, 6G)
Botys varanesalis Walker, 1859:719. TL: Malaysia, Borneo, Sarawak.

Material examined. 12, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Swarajdeep, Radha Nagar, 13-X1-2019,
coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ANRC/T/17718).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 29 mm. Foreground light orange, forewing with black coastal margin, basal and
sub-basal area with straight black band, orbicular and reniform spot bordered with black, post medial
band black, terminal band wide and black. Hindwing with the same maculation without spots.
Abdomen with each segment marked with blackish triangular patch with silver scales. In female
genitalia, papillae anales broad and elliptical, anterior apophysis longer than the posterior ones, antrum
sclerotized, ductus bursae very short, corpus bursae elongated and without signum.

Distribution. Borneo, Darjeeling, Calcutta (Singh et al., 2022b, Walker, 1859).

Remarks. Tatobotys varanesalis is now recorded for the first time in the Andaman Islands. While
previously documented in the Indian state of West Bengal (specifically, Darjeeling and Calcutta), this is
the third known location for the species, expanding its documented range to the Andaman Islands.
Representative individual of this species was observed in traps placed in mangrove forest margin
adjacent to Agricultural field.

Family Pyralidae Latreille, 1809

Subfamily Pyralinae Latreille, 1809

Genus Zitha Walker, 1866

Zitha torridalis (Lederer, 1863) (Figs 3B, 4K, 5L)
Asopia torridalis Lederer, 1863:342. TL: Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

Material examined. 13, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Islands, Galathea 42.7 Km,
18-X1I-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-17170), 13, India, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Bird Watching point, 14-XI-2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party
(Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16628).

Diagnosis. In male genitalia uncus elongated and apically blunt, gnathos short and tongue-shaped, juxta
broad and shield-shaped, saccus v-shaped, harpe short thorn-like, phallus long and slender without
cornuti.

Distribution. India (several states), Thailand, Borneo, and Myanmar (Singh et al., 2022b).

Remarks. Documented for the first time from Nicobar group of Islands. Representative individuals of
this species were observed in traps placed in both primary forest’s margins
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Figure 3. Adults of the pyraloid moths. A. Tatobotys varanesalis Walker, 1859; B. Zitha torridalis (Lederer,
1863); C. Termiopchyta albifurcalis (Hampson, 1916); D. Termioptycha cornutitrifurca Rong & Li, 2017.

Subfamily Epipaschiinae Meyrick, 1884
Genus Termioptycha Meyrick, 1889
Termioptycha albifurcalis (Hampson, 1916) (Figs 3C, 6H)

Macalla albifurcalis Hampson, 1916:144-145. TL: India (Travancore, Pirmad).
Salma albifurcalis (Hampson): Solis, 1992:287.
Termioptycha albifurcalis (Hampson): Heppner & Inoue, 1992:91.

Material examined. 19, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve, Watch
tower, 21-VIII-2019, coll. B. Sumit Kumar Rao (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T-16118).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 28 mm. Termioptycha albifurcalis is similar to Termioptycha margarita (Butler, 1879)
but can be separated by a rounded white patch at the middle of the termen and in female genitalia by
the long uniformly narrow antrum.

Distribution. China, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, India (Kerela, Great Nicobar Islands-Present Study)
(Ranjan et al., 2022; Rong et al., 2017).

Remarks. While Termioptycha albifurcalis has been documented from the states of Kerala and
Maharashtra, Singh et al. (2022b) mistakenly claimed its presence in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
citing Sondhi et al. (2021). Upon reviewing Sondhi et al. (2021) findings, it was concluded that their
claim of this species' presence on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands was erroneous. The present study
marks the first official record of Termioptycha albifurcalis form the primary forests of Great Nicobar
Island.
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Figure 4. Male genitalia of the pyraloid moths. A. Agrotera basinotata Hampson, 1891; B. Bocchoris
trimaculalis (Snellen, 1880); C. Botyodes asialis Guenée, 1854; D. Chabula trivitralis (Swinhoe, 1895);
E. Conogethes pluto (Butler, 1887); F. Cotachena alysoni Whalley, 1961; G. Hemopsis dissipatalis (Lederer,
1863); H. Nosophora albiguttalis Swinhoe, 1890; I. Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866; J. Patania obfuscalis
Yamanaka, 1998; K. Zitha torridalis (Lederer, 1863); L. Termioptycha cornutitrifurca Rong & Li, 2017.
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Figure 5. Phallus in the pyraloid moths. A. Agrotera basinotata Hampson, 1891; B. Bocchoris trimaculalis
(Snellen, 1880), 1854; C. Botyodes asialis Guenée, 1854; D. Chabula trivitralis (Swinhoe, 1895); E. Conogethes
pluto (Butler, 1887); F. Cotachena alysoni Whalley, 1961; G. Hemopsis dissipatalis (Lederer, 1863); H.
Nosophora albiguttalis Swinhoe, 1890; I. Nosophora conjunctalis Walker, 1866; J. Patania obfuscalis
Yamanaka, 1998; K. Termioptycha cornutitrifurca Rong & Li, 2017; L. Zitha torridalis (Lederer, 1863).
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Figure 6. Female genitalia of the pyraloid moths. A. Cirrhochrista bracteolalis Hampson, 1891; B. Cotachena
alysoni Whalley, 1961; C. Daulia aurantialis Hampson, 1896; D. Hemopsis dissipatalis (Lederer, 1863); E.
Macaretaera hesperis Meyrick, 1886; F. Ravanoa xiphialis (Walker, 1859); G. Tatobotys varanesalis Walker,
1859; H. Termiopchyta albifurcalis (Hampson, 1916).
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Termioptycha cornutitrifurca Rong & Li, 2017 (Figs 3D, 4L, 5K)
Termioptycha cornutitrifurca Rong & Li [in Rong et al.], 2017:163. TL: Bubang (China).

Material examined. 333, India, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Great Nicobar Island, Afrabay, 16-XI-
2018, coll. K.C. Gopi and Party (Reg. No. ZSI/ ANRC/T /17139, T-17140, T-17141).

Diagnosis. Wingspan 27 mm. This species is closely similar to Termioptycha longispina Rong & Li, 2017,
but it can be distinguished by the presence of straight spines on the lateral lobes, which are
approximately half the length of the uncus, and the presence of uniform cornuti uniform in basal two-
third and trifurcated in distal one-third.

Distribution. China and India (Sikkim, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Karnataka, Great Nicobar Islands—
Present Study) (Ranjan et al., 2022; Rong et al., 2017).

Remarks. Recently reported by Ranjan et al. (2022) from several states of India. This study validates the
presence of Termioptycha cornutitrifurca within the Indo-Malayan regions, affirming its distributional
range in this ecologically diverse area. Representative individuals of this species were observed in traps
placed in primary forest.

DISCUSSION

Island biogeography examines the distinctive ecological and evolutionary patterns in oceanic island
ecosystems which are characterized by high levels of endemism and the development of specialized
evolutionary adaptations (Whittaker & Ferndndez-Palacios, 2007; Gillespie, 2007). The isolated nature of
oceanic island facilitates the emergence of unique ecosystems, fostering the evolution of species in
relative isolation and giving rise to exceptional biodiversity within limited geographical confines (Brown
et al., 2013; Leigh et al., 2007, Sivaperuman et al., 2018). However, island ecosystems are acutely
susceptible to anthropogenic perturbations and environmental disturbances, underscoring the critical
importance of conservation initiatives aimed at preserving their intricate biota (Braje et al., 2017; Russell
& Kueffer, 2019; Fordham, & Brook, 2010). The diversity of Pyraloid moths in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands is comparatively low, with a total of 263 species reported so far: 222 species in the family
Crambidae and 41 species in the family Pyralidae (Reddy & Murthy, 2021; Singh et al., 2022b; Singh et
al., 2023; Rao & Sivaperuman, 2020, 2021, 2022). The meticulous documentation of nineteen novel
pyraloid moth records in this study, including differential diagnoses and distributional data, constitutes
a substantial addition to the existing corpus of lepidopterological knowledge in this region. Our current
work has primarily identified species within the subfamilies Spilomelinae, Pyraustinae, Pyralinae and
Epipaschiinae. However, the subfamilies Crambinae, Musotiminae, Glaphyriinae, Acentropinae,
Odontiinae, and Phycitinae have not been fully explored in Andaman and Nicobar Islands, indicating
the need for further detailed investigation. Additionally, the thorough documentation of genitalia
morphology for five previously identified species enhances our taxonomic understanding and aids in
the accurate assessment and identification. The documentation of genera like Macaretaera, Ravanoa,
Bocchoris, Botyodes, Hemopsis, Zitha, and Termioptycha for the first time in the islands marks a significant
expansion of their known distributions. Furthermore, the ongoing examination of the material collected
from our past surveys (2018-2022) is expected to enhance the existing species inventory suggesting that
the true diversity of pyraloid moths in the study area could be significantly higher. Current estimates
indicate that potentially up to two-thirds more species remain to be identified beyond the current count.

The findings outlined in this study hold significant importance offering valuable insights into moth
diversity within the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, renowned as a biodiversity hotspot in India and
globally (Venkataraman, & Sivaperuman, 2018). The discovery of these species in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, despite their documented presence in geographically proximate countries suggest that
their range within this biogeographic region may be more extensive than previously understood. These
findings highlight the critical importance of continued faunistic surveys in island archipelagos like the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Such surveys contribute to a comprehensive understanding of regional
biodiversity, provide insights into species dispersal mechanisms, and inform conservation policies and
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management strategies in fragmented island ecosystems. This comprehensive investigation accentuates
the imperative for sustained entomological surveys and rigorous taxonomic scrutiny to fully delineate
the intricate biodiversity of this under-sampled ecosystem. Further research, including genetic analyses
and ecological studies, could shed light on the origins and dispersal history of species in the region.
These additional investigations would enhance our understanding of the unique biota characteristic of
insular environments, ultimately informing the development of evidence-based conservation strategies
specifically tailored for the preservation of these distinct island ecosystems.
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